
Bullying Policy (students)

Our school community believes that each student has a right to an education 
free from fear, annoyance and intimidation.  Bullying is not tolerated.

Anti-Bullying Charter:

 We want the Ardscoil na mBráithre to be free from bullying
 There should be no name calling
 There should be no physical abuse
 There should be no 'ganging up on’ or ‘isolating of’ fellow students 
 Everyone should be treated with respect
 We all share the responsibility that each student's property is respected
 Anti-social behaviour is not acceptable or condoned
 Problems should be shared
 We all share responsibility to ensure that bullying is not tolerated.

Bullying will not be tolerated in Ardscoil na mBráithre. It is not an acceptable 
under any circumstances. 

Every student has the right to enjoy learning and leisure free from intimidation.

Students should support each other by reporting all instances of bullying. 

Bullying is too important not to report.

Reports of bullying will be taken seriously and appropriate action will be taken.

Bullying occurs when a person is made unhappy by one or more other people.
It can take several forms:

 verbal as in name calling, personal comments, racial abuse 
 social as in not being spoken to or being left out of activities 
 material as when possessions are stolen or damaged or extortion 

takes place 
 mental as when pressure to conform is applied 
 physical as in physical assault. 

Bullying is not the same thing as a disagreement between two people. 

Bullying is:

 systematic and ongoing rather than once off 
 done by the more powerful to the less rather than between equals 
 distressing and hurtful to the victim as opposed to good natured fun 
 always one way rather than an exchange. 
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Response to bullying:

All staff will try to ensure that is not tolerated in school. Staff will respond to 
bullying in the first instance by:

 listening to the victim 
 reassuring the victim 
 continuing to offer help, advice and support to the victim 

In responding to incidents of bullying the principal/deputy principal/assistant 
principal/class teacher will establish:

 the veracity
 the intent
 the seriousness
 the effect on the bullied student

When bullying is detected by or reported to staff they will respond by:

 taking action as quickly as possible 
 considering whether action should be public or private 
 making it clear to the person involved in bullying or threatening 

behaviour that such behaviour is not acceptable 
 establishing whether or not the incident is part of a pattern 
 encouraging the person responsible for the bullying or threatening 

behaviour to see the victims point of view 
 explaining why a punishment (if any) is given 
 sharing information with (relevant staff) other members of staff 
 informing parents if appropriate 

In cases of bullying parents may be invited to meet the principal/ deputy 
principal and the student may be suspended. If the bullying re-occurs, the 
case may be referred to the Board of Management.

Students involved in bullying or threatening behaviour, either as a victim or as 
the person responsible for the bullying or threatening behaviour will be 
supported in order to overcome the impact of such behaviour. 

It is made clear to all students that when they report incidents of bullying, they
are behaving responsibly.
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