
                               Code of Behaviour

The purpose of schooling should be to teach young people to
teach themselves – how to live, how to pray, how to work, how
to direct their lives, how to shoulder responsibility. 
School rules and regulations must have this as their objective. Unless
we discipline ourselves we cannot achieve our goals; young
people must learn the value of discipline if they are to succeed.
Students are expected to show respect for themselves and for
all other members of the school community. Bullying, racism,
sexism, harassment and violence will not be tolerated.
We trust that you as parents agree with this philosophy and will
see the code of conduct of Ardscoil na mBráithre in this light.
The code is one that is based on the recognition of the student
as an individual and yet creates an environment in which the
welfare of all is protected. 
 
We ask for your full co-operation in implementing the Code of Behaviour.

Relations with teachers and other students 

Many people work together in school each day and therefore a high level
of courtesy and consideration for others is necessary. Behaviour which is
ill-mannered,  annoying,  dangerous  or  disruptive  cannot  be  allowed.
Bullying of any type will not be tolerated. Good example, especially from
senior students, is very important.

1.
Students must show respect and courtesy to all members of the school 

                staff and to one another. It is a requirement that students obey the 
                directions of their teachers.

2. Students must remain quiet and orderly in their classes at all times. They
must not leave class without permission.

2.
3. Students may not eat sweets, chew gum etc. within the school buildings.

4. Students who bring discredit to the school by their behaviour outside the
school may be subject to disciplinary action by the School Authorities.

5.
The High

Sch
ool
is  a
smo
ke
free
envi
ron
me
nt
and
stud
ents
may
not
smo
ke 

                 within the school or near the school in line with the terms of our smoke
                 free workplace policy.

6. Students should not be in classrooms except during class and must  not
congregate in corridors during breaks (weather permitting). There should
not be undue delay in going from class to class.

In the interest of common courtesy, health, safety and welfare

7 .  Students may not cycle in the school grounds when entering/leaving the
yard.

 
        Students must use the Kickham Street gate only. Staff car parks are strictly

out of bounds for students.

8. Students, when using the stairs should do so in single file and keep left (up
by the wall and down on the railing side). Pushing and rushing on stairs is
absolutely forbidden.

9. Electronic  devices  such  as  mp3  players,  microcassette  recorders,  laser
devices and related devices are strictly forbidden on the school premises.
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10. The use of mobile phones is strictly forbidden at all times while on school
premises and during all school related activities. Any infringement of this
rule will result in the automatic confiscation of the phone. The phone may
only be retrieved following a meeting between the parent/guardian and
the  school  management.  Bullying  or  harassment  in  any  form,  including
sexual harassment, involving mobile phones will be severely dealt with by
the School Authorities and may warrant suspension and/or a report to the
Gardai.  

All  essential  calls  by students may be made from the pay-phone in the
main  foyer.  Parents  who  need  to  contact  students  in  the  case  of  an
emergency may phone the school office (052) 6124459.

Should it be absolutely necessary for a student to have a mobile phone,  for use
coming to and from school, it must remain switched off (unheard and unseen)
during school hours. Any breach of policy will result in the automatic confiscation
of the phone by the teacher which may only be retrieved after due discussion by a
parent/guardian with the school management.  

Students participating in school related activities (study, extra-curricular activities,
school  trips,  tours  etc.)  must  abide by the  rules  governing  these  activities.  Any
breach of policy will result in the automatic confiscation of the phone which may
only  be  retrieved  after  due  discussion  by  a  parent/guardian  with  the  school
management.  

Note:  The School  Authorities  accept  no responsibility  for  the  loss  of,  theft  of  or
damage to mobile phone or any other electronic devises within the school.

Attendance and punctuality

Progress  at  school  requires  the best  level  of  attendance and punctuality,  as
both are essential for efficient class work. Regular and punctual attendance is
therefore required of all students and parents are expected to adhere to the
school attendance policy for Ardscoil na mBráithre.

1. Students who are absent from class (for a full day or part of the day) must bring a 
note from their parents/guardians to the teacher in charge of their attendance. 

    This note should be retained in the student’s journal until collected by the    
    teacher in charge of attendance on their return to school.

2. In cases where parents/guardians know in advance that a student will be absent 
        for a period, they should contact the school by phone. Should you telephone the 
        school explaining your son’s absence, a written note is still expected on his   
        return for the teacher in charge of school attendance.

3. Students  must  not  leave  the  school  during  the school  day  without  a  written
request from their parents/guardians. They must sign out at the office on leaving
the school  having obtained permission from the Principal,  Deputy Principal  or
Year  Head.  Any  student  who  leaves  school  without  permission  will  face
suspension. Students are required to sign back at the office on their return to
school.

4.    Parents/guardians must give the school a telephone number for emergency use 
       e.g. When a student becomes ill and has to be sent home, we must contact the 
       parents/guardians wherever they are. It is imperative, therefore, that the school 
       has an up to date number at all times. 
 

5. The school will open to receive students at 8.30am. No responsibility is accepted
for students arriving before this time. Students are expected to be in school by
8.45am and 1.55pm. Repeated lateness will result in detention.

N.B.Classes  will  finish  at  4pm  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  and  at  3.20pm  on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

6. In the case of students traveling by school bus, the school cannot be responsible
for escorting them from the bus to the school, or from the school to the bus.
Parents/ guardians who feel that their children may need to be escorted on these
occasions should make arrangements to ensure that some escort is provided. The
same level of courtesy and respect which we demand from the students in school
is required at all times while traveling or waiting for the bus. Any misdemeanours
will result in sanctions.

   School property and environment

The school expects each student to respect school buildings, furniture, fittings and
computer  equipment.  Students  are  expected to  help  in  achieving a clean  and
pleasant environment in, and around, the school.
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  1. Students must not damage school property. Accidental damage should be reported
to the Principal or Deputy Principal immediately.
2. Students should pay attention to tidiness of classrooms, corridors and school yard.

Failure to observe this rule may result in students having to remain after school to
tidy school buildings.

If  this  happens,  adequate  notice  (verbal)  will  be  given  to  students,  following
consultation, and if there is any difficulty, students or their parents may inform the
Principal or Deputy Principal and alternative arrangements will be made. Students
will only be requested to remain after school on Wednesdays, Thursdays or Fridays
in order to cause the least amount of inconvenience to students and their parents.
This  will  also  ensure  that  students  traveling by public  transport  will  be  able  to
remain after school

The purpose of this policy is to encourage students to maintain a clean, healthy
and safe environment for all.

Morning break

Morning break affords students the opportunity to avail  of  some free
time to relax.

1. Students must leave their classroom and spend break time in their
designated yard area (weather permitting).

2. No ball games, chasing or running around can be allowed due to
space and safety restrictions.

3. Students in the old building must form a double line and wait until they are
directed to return to their class by teacher on yard duty.

Lunchtime

3. Many students leave the school at lunchtime. Those who remain
in school must eat their lunch in the Atrium. Students are required to co-
operate in keeping this area clean and tidy. Tables and chairs are to be left
clean by those who use them.

2. Students who do not go home for lunch must not leave the school grounds
at  this  time  unless  their  parents/guardians  sign  the  authorization  form

permitting them to do so. All  such students will  be issued with a green
card. A student who leaves the school at lunch break without the proper
permission (for any reason) will face suspension.

Shops

1. Students are not allowed to go to shops during school time.
2. Copies and other items must be purchased outside school hours.
3. Students  are not  allowed to congregate at  the Crescent Shop or in  the

vicinity of the school

Student’s property

Students  take  a  large  amount  of  property  to  school  each  day  (books,
equipment, coats, bicycles, etc.). They must take care of their own property in
a responsible way and the must respect the property of others.

1. Students who take bicycles to school should ensure that they
are properly 

         locked.

2. Responsibility for theft, loss or damage of any article is not accepted by the
school authorities.

Respect

Harassment of any kind including sexual harassment, towards teachers or students,
whether by innuendo, comment or action, will be regarded as serious misbehaviour
and will incur serious sanction. Homophobic and Transphobic bullying will not be
tolerated and will be dealt with appropriately by the School Authorities

Physical Education

Physical Education is one of the core subjects in Ardscoil na mBráithre. The school
is  well  equipped with  sporting  facilities,  having  an  excellent  playing  field  and
gymnasium.  These  facilities  emphasise  the  commitment  of  the  school  to  an
integrated  and  broad-based  education  for  all  our  students.  Alternative
arrangements cannot be made for people not attending P.E. class.
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1. Students must have the necessary gear and equipment for physical education 
        classes.

2. Attendance at physical education is compulsory unless excused for medical
        reasons by a doctor – medical cert required. Any absence from P.E. class must 
        be accompanied by a note for the class teacher.

3. Students are expected to ensure that changing areas and showers are kept 
        clean and tidy.

Appearance and dress

The  uniform  is  considered  to  be  an  essential  part  of  life  in  Ardscoil  na
mBráithre because it symbolizes all that this school stands for – the dignity of
the person and all that is conducive to the full development of your child as a
worthwhile person. It is visual evidence of the shared responsibility we have
for the education of your child, a responsibility shared between home and
school.  The  school  expects  the  full  co-operation  of  parents/guardians  to
ensure that students are always appropriately dressed.

The High School uniform is:-

Senior students
*Mid-grey flannel trousers
*Black V-necked sweater with school crest
*White shirt
*School tie
* Black shoes with leather uppers (boots are not allowed)
* School jacket

      
        Junior students

*Mid-grey flannel trousers
*Maroon V-necked sweater with school crest
*Grey shirt
*School tie
*Black shoes with leather uppers (boots are not allowed)
*School jacket

Students should be neatly groomed and clean shaven. Hair that is coloured,
highlighted, plaited or shaven is not acceptable. Students with long hair must
have their hair tied back at all times and must, on health and safety grounds,
wear a hair net in all practical classes (i.e. art, woodwork, construction studies,
all science classes, technology) and any other circumstances deemed necessary
by  the  School  Authorities.  The  principal  and  deputy  principal  are  the  final
arbitrators in all matters regarding hairstyle and appearance.

Students must wear their uniform at school and at all school related activities
(unless otherwise directed). If a student cannot wear all or part of his uniform
on  a  particular  day,  he  should  have  a  note  from  his  parents/guardians
informing  the  Principal/Deputy  Principal/Year  Head  of  this  fact.  Failure  to
produce a note may result in detention.
The following items of clothing are considered unsuitable and not part of the
school uniform: denims, jeans, all  coloured combat trousers,  runners, suede
shoes,  tee-shirts,  earrings/studs,  or  any  item deemed  inappropriate  by  the
school authorities.  Logos, writing etc. are not permitted on coats or jackets.
There is also an approved school jacket for Ardscoil na mBráithre which must
be worn by all students.
 

   

Lunchtime authorisation form

This form should be addressed to the School Principal and should indicate the
name of the student and should be signed by the parents/guardians.

This is to acknowledge that we have requested the Principal to allow our son
to leave the High School  premises at  lunchtime.  We are aware that some
accident may befall our son on his way from or on his return to the school
and we hereby absolve and release the Board of Management, Principal and
Teachers from all claims of every nature and kind in respect of any loss or
accident which may be suffered by our son during lunch break.

Behaviour code for General Purpose Area and Classrooms

Classroom code:
1. Students should be quiet and orderly in classrooms at all times.
2. No horseplay or disruptive behaviour of any kind is allowed.
3. Sweets, chewing gum, refreshments not tolerated in classrooms.
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4. Students are responsible for the tidiness of the classrooms and should use
the bins provided.

5. Students should not be in classrooms other than during class time.
6. Students must confine themselves to the classroom allocated to their class

teachers.
7. Only appropriate school uniform to be worn in class – no jackets/coats in

classroom.
8. Between classes – movement to other classes must orderly and in line with

the directions of the School Authorities.
9. Any  damage  to  school  or  personal  property  must  be  reported  to  the

Principal/Deputy Principal immediately. Compensation may be required.
10. Movement between classes must be in single file and on the left hand side

including on stairways.

NB. The above  rules  are  based  on  the  idea  of  respect  and  safety  for
fellow  students,  staff  and  school  property,  and  are  in  the  best
interest of all.

For General Purpose/Atrium

1. Students should at all times be polite and courteous and co-operate with
the academic and support staff.

2. Atrium  must  be  kept  clean  and  tidy  at  all  times.  Please  use  the  bins
provided.

3. Students  are  expected  to  show  respect  for  school  property  and  the
property  of  other  students.  Any damage to  property  must  be reported
immediately.

4. During class time, it is essential that silence be maintained in the GP area.
5. Students from the same class may not sit together during a study period –

one student per desk where possible.
6. Students  who use the GP  area at  lunch  time  must  vacate  the area  by

1.45pm.
Lunch must be consumed in the atrium only. 

          A litter free school 

1. Littering is not permitted anywhere within or around the school grounds.
Students who break this rule will be subject to disciplinary procedures.

2. Eating and/or drinking in the classrooms, corridors or gym is forbidden.
        3. Litter bins are located in the yard and in the school- please use them.

4. Classrooms should be presentable at all times.
5. Graffiti and damage to school property will not be tolerated.
6. The chewing of gum and/or the use of Tippex is prohibited within school

grounds.
It is in all our interests to have a litter free school.

Homework/study

Parents/guardians  should  take  an  active  involvement  to  ensure  that  all
homework  is  attempted  to  a  neat  and  reasonable  standard. The  School
Authorities require each student and his parents to arrange for definite times
of study and homework.  We believe a minimum of 2½ hours per evening is
essential.

Part-time work, during the school term can have a detrimental effect on the
educational welfare of students. Please ensure that any such part-time works
does not interfere in any way with either the time or energy needed for proper
effective  study.  School  work  must  take  precedence  over  any  part-time
occupation.

Extra-curricular activities

The school offers a wide range of extra curricular activities and students are
encouraged  to  involve  themselves  in  these  programmes.  We  ask  for  the
support  and  encouragement  of  parents  as  we  view  participation  in  extra-
curricular areas as an invaluable part of the student’s development.

Student Safety

In  the  interest  of  Health,  Safety  and  Welfare  all  students  are  required  to
observe the following guidelines:-

1. Students when ascending or descending the stairs are required to walk on
the left hand side only.
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2. Corridors  should  not  be  blocked  or  congested.  There  should  be  no
congregating  and  all  movement  should  be  in  a  mannerly  fashion  with
students walking on the left-hand side only.

3. Leaning over the upstairs balustrade is forbidden.
4. The school and environs should be kept litter free at all times.

Use of lockers

1. Lockers are provided for the convenience of students to help them
organize on a day to day basis.

2. It is the student’s responsibility to be prepared for every class.
3. Students  are  permitted  to  visit  their  lockers  only at  the  following

times:
- Before the commencement of the first class in the morning.
- At 10.50am (immediately at the start of break, and  not at 11.05

am)
- At the conclusion of the final class before lunch.
- Before the commencement of the first class in the afternoon.
- At the conclusion of the final class of the day.

4. The loss or misplacement of the key to a locker will not be entertained
or accepted as  the reason for the failure  to produce homework or
other tasks.

5. Students may not use lockers for storing edibles or drinks outside of
school hours.

6. Non-school materials may not be kept in lockers.
7. The school authorities reserve the right to inspect any or all lockers at

their discretion. Students or their parents/guardians may be invited to
attend such an inspection.

      Signing in

1. Any student who arrives after the commencement of the first class in
the morning and/or the first  class in  the afternoon must  present a
note from his parents/guardians to the Principal or Deputy Principal.
The student must then sign in and give a note including the following
details: date, time, and reason for late arrival to the relevant teacher
in charge of attendance.

2. A student must sign back in when returning to school after fulfilling
an appointment.

       Signing out 

1. No  student  may  leave  the  school  without  the  permission  of  the
School Authorities.

2. Requests for permission to fulfill  an appointment must be made at
8.45am or 9.30am to the Principal or Deputy Principal on the day of
the appointment.  The student  should  show this  note  to their  class
teacher  when  they  are  leaving  and  the note  given  to  the  relevant
teacher in charge of attendance.

3. Written evidence of appointments must be produced, as follows:
(a) Letter from Parent/Guardian.
(b) Official dental/medical appointment card with Student’s

name, date and time of appointment.
4. Students who become ill during the school day must report to the office. A
parent/guardian  must  be  contacted  before  the  student  can  go  home.  The
student must have the permission of the Principal or Deputy Principal to be
excused from class for the remainder of the day. The student must produce a
note  from home acknowledging  his  absence  when  returning  to  school  and
present same to the relevant teacher in charge of attendance.

Cyber-Bullying

A safe and respectful environment in school is necessary for students to learn and
to reach to their academic potential. Cyber-bullying by a student directed towards
another student or staff member is conduct that may disrupt the ability of another
student to learn and also the ability of the school to educate students in a safe and
caring environment.

Cyber  Bullying involves  the use of  information and communication technologies
such as email,  mobile phone and text  messages,  instant  messaging,  defamatory
personal  websites,  social  networks  and  defamatory  online  personal  polling
websites, to support deliberate, repeated and hostile behaviour by an individual or
group, that is intended to harm others.  

The Board of Management will deal with all incidents of cyber bullying in line with
the High School Cyber Bullying Policy 
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