
High School Numeracy Policy 

Mission Statement 

The High School Clonmel is committed to improving and raising the
standards of numeracy of all its students, so that they develop the
ability to use numeracy skills in all areas of the curriculum and help
them to  cope  confidently  with  the  demands  of  further  education,
employment  and adult  life.  Improving literacy standards is  also  an
essential element of this process.

Rationale

Why is numeracy important?

It is important that all students develop the ability to apply numerical
understanding and skills confidently to solve problems in a variety of
areas  of  the  curriculum  and  to  cope  with  practical  mathematical
demands of everyday life.

The focus on numeracy skills is not just the responsibility of maths
teachers.  Teachers  of  all  subjects  where  students  are  required  to
apply numerical skills are expected to take an active role in developing
students’ numeracy skills and concepts and to provide opportunities
for them to acquire the mathematical language crucial to achieving
mathematical knowledge.

Literacy and numeracy are important foundations for all learning in
school. These foundations are also important for people to function
successfully as adults in today’s world. Whether we are aware of it or
not, we use our numeracy skills every day at work, at home, and at
leisure. For example, we:

 negotiate loans and mortgages
 adapt recipes when cooking or baking
 estimate how much to tip
 examine surveys or poll results
 compare the prices of products in shops and on the internet
 manage household budgets.

The improvement  of  numeracy skills  raises  students’  mathematical
ability, which in turn promotes and facilitates the attainment of high
standards in other subjects.

Students with poor numeracy skills are at a disadvantage when they
try to enter full-time employment. 
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Definition 

Numeracy is the combination of mathematical knowledge, problem
solving and communication skills required by all persons to function
successfully within our technological world.

Numeracy  is  more  than  knowing  about  numbers  and  number
operations.

Numerate students can deal with numbers and measures confidently
and competently.

They can compute on paper, in their heads, and by using technology. 

They can estimate and solve problems in a variety of situations. 

They also understand how information is gathered by counting and
measuring and how it  is presented in graphs, diagrams, charts and
tables.

To be successful in school, the workplace and wider community 
students must be numerate. Numerate students:

 know basic number facts

 estimate values and make mental calculations

 use mathematics comfortably in their studies

 figure out numerical information from graphs and charts

 become problem solvers

 use technology to solve problems.

Improving Numeracy Standards

A whole school strategy is necessary to improve numeracy standards
and it involves:

 Increasing  awareness  of  the  mathematical
skills  acquired  by  students  coming  from  primary
feeder schools 
 Identifying  the numeracy  needs  of  different
subjects
 Providing  information  on  appropriate
expectations of particular class and year groups 
 Developing a consistent approach to learning
and numeracy skills in all subjects
 Developing  reasoning  and  problem  solving
skills
 Improving literacy skills 
 Using appropriate methods and procedures



 Increasing the awareness  of students of the
transferability  of  skills,  so  that  they  can  make
effective use of the numeracy skills that they have,
in a range of contexts. 

It  is  envisaged  that  all  subject  departments  (where  students  are
required  to  apply  numerical  skills)  will  take  an  active  role  in
developing students’ numeracy skills.

This should mean that:

 Achievement  in  those  aspects  of  the  curriculum,
which involves the use of basic numeracy skills will
be improved 

 The  ability  of  all  students  to  work  correctly  and
confidently  with  mathematics  in  a  variety  of
contexts will improve 

 Students leaving the school will be better prepared
for further education and employment and able to
deal  more  confidently  with  the  mathematical
demands of adult life. 

Learning Support/Resource Department:

The learning support/resource department will:

 communicate with all staff about those students
who have numeracy difficulties  and give  advice
where relevant and appropriate

 provide  additional  support  for  students  with
numeracy difficulties in small groups or individual
basis, to address their specific needs

 monitor students with numeracy difficulties with
annual  standardised  assessment  of  numeracy
skills.
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