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Policy on Able Students 



Aims

Ardscoil na mBráithre aims to provide all students with a challenging and enriched 
curriculum. This allows all students to develop higher order thinking skills and at the 
same time provide opportunities for able/exceptionally able students to work at their 
own level and pace, thus realising their potential.

In line with the school ethos we support the development of the whole child. While 
valuing and celebrating the abilities displayed by all students we recognise that 
some students have special abilities and talents.

Abilities and Talents

Able and exceptionally able children may display all or any of the following special 
abilities:

 leadership skills
 creativity
 outstanding cognitive artistic talent
 physical talent
 artistic talent
 mechanical ingenuity

 musical intelligence
 logical mathematical intelligence 
 linguistic intelligence 
 bodily-kinaesthetic intelligence
 interpersonal intelligence 
 intrapersonal intelligence 

(Ogilvie, 1973) (Gardner, 1983)

Identifying Talent

There are many ways in which teachers can identify students’ with special abilities and 
talents including the following:

 teacher observation
 information received from previous class/school
 parental nomination
 student conferences
 test results
 self-nomination

It is useful to remember that able/exceptionally able students may display some or all of 
the following characteristics:

 memory
 quick grasp of concepts
 lateral thinking
 good, wide vocabulary
 expressive ability
 abstract thinking
 skills of analysis
 creativity
 persistence
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Able/exceptionally able students may not always show their abilities and talents in ways 
we expect them to. Indeed such students may:

 withdraw into a world of their own
 exhibit poor social skills
 show poor motivation
 disguise their ability to avoid peer group jealousy
 have poor co-ordinating skills
 not present their work legibly.

Provision

Teachers should try to use appropriate teaching and learning strategies to encourage 
high achievement, originality, problem solving, higher order thinking skills and creativity.

Teaching and learning strategies may include: 

 giving opportunities for students to initiate discussion and to think creatively 
 guiding students through a range of problem-solving processes 
 posing open-ended questions, activities and assignments 
 using group work, to allow scope for leadership, cooperative decision making and 

student initiated perspectives
  making use of contract work, with students negotiating the contract components 
 encouraging individual research 
 involving community members with specific expertise as mentors 
 introducing individualised or group enrichment/extension programs 
 leadership of school-wide activities. 

Whole school provision for gifted and talented students could include grouping. This 
may involve bringing together gifted students of the same or different ages with others 
who have similar abilities, aptitudes and interests. Schools may form their own full-time 
or part-time classes, or join with other schools in the district, for enrichment or 
acceleration programs. 

The curriculum for gifted students should be academically rigorous, intellectually 
stimulating, and sufficiently flexible to meet their educational, social and emotional 
needs. 

Assessment and Record-keeping

Standardised tests are the main means by which the abilities of students are assessed 
within Ardscoil na mBráithre.  In some circumstances the help of a psychologist is also 
sought.  The School Authorities propose to develop a special-ability register that will 
record students’ special abilities, talents and particular interests. Parents will be 
encouraged to supplement the information kept in these registers so that a complete 
profile can be maintained.
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Staff

Staff have a central role in the identification and provision for able/exceptionally able 
students.  It is proposed to investigate the possibility of creating a post of responsibility 
to deal with able students. Responsibilities attaching to this post might include:

 identifying staff inset needs
 post holder familiarising himself with current initiatives and research so as to keep 

staff informed
 sharing good practice and ideas with staff
 updating resources
 liaising with parents
 co-ordinating a ‘mentor and outside agencies’ list
 monitoring the effectiveness of the school policy for able students

Parents

Parents are made aware of the school policy on able/exceptionally able students. They 
are made to feel that they have an important part to play in identifying special abilities 
and talents and that the teachers will listen to their concerns and needs. Partnership is 
fostered also through involving them in delivering enrichment programmes and any 
special projects carried out within the classroom. Workshops and meetings are offered 
periodically for parents to help them to understand both the educational and 
psychological needs of able/exceptionally able students.  

Resources

The school library has special areas for research and for group of self-study. Teachers 
are circulated with details of new publications as and when they arrive.

Monitoring of this Policy

This policy will be reviewed and any parts which need revision will be rewritten as and 
when the need arises.
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