
Leaving   Cert   2021-   Guide   for   Students   dated   23/02/2021   (Subject   to   further   clarification)  
 
Two   processes   will   take   place:  

1.   Leaving   Cert   Exams   will   take   place   starting   9th   June   2021   (timetable   available   on  
www.examinations.ie)  
2.   Accredited   Grades   will   be   assigned   by   teachers  
 

Leaving   Cert   Exams:  
1. A  portal  will  be  set  up  by  the  Department  of  Education  in  the  coming  weeks  which  will                  

require  students  to  indicate  their  intentions  to  sit  or  not  sit  written  papers  in  June.  If  you                  
do  not  sit  the  written  paper  in  June,  you  will  not  sit  an  oral,  do  a  practical  or  submit  a                     
project   and   you   will   rely   completely   on   the   second   process   of   Accredited   Grades.  

2. Students  will  be  asked  in  March  sometime  whether  they  wish  to  take  the  Leaving  Cert                
Oral  exams.  By  doing  this  they  are  indicating  their  wish  to  take  the  written  paper  in  June.                  
These  will  be  conducted  by  teachers  locally  i.e.  teachers  in  the  school  or  from  a  nearby                 
school  and  will  be  arranged  by  the  school. These  teachers  will  simply  ask  the               
questions  but  will  not  mark  the  oral .  A  recording  will  be  sent  to  the  State  Exams                 
Commision   to   grade.   This   will   most   likely   take   place   during   the   Easter   holidays.   

3. In  the  next  week  or  so  the  Department  will  issue  guidelines  on  all  subjects  with  a                 
practical  component  and  how  this  will  be  managed  eg.  Music,  Art,  Construction  etc.  As               
soon  as  we  know  we  will  inform  you.  Anywhere  practicals  are  not  possible,  those  marks                
will  be  allocated  to  other  parts  of  the  exam.  e.g.  If  you  cannot  sit  the  practical                 
assessment  in  Construction  the  marks  will  be  given  over  to  the  written  exam.  Guidance               
will  also  be  issued  regarding  subjects  with  coursework  e.g.  Geography,  History  and             
LCVP   etc.  

4. It  is  likely  that  projects,  portfolios  etc  will  take  place  but  deadlines  will  be  extended  and                 
students   will   not   be   faced   with   an   immediate   deadline   on   their   return   to   school.  

5. Exam  papers  were  amended  earlier  in  the  year  to  take  account  of  the  time  lost  to                 
students   last   year   and   further   amendments   MAY   take   place.  

 
Accredited   Grades:  
All   students   will   be   assigned   an   estimated   grade   by   their   teachers.   This   allows   for   back   up   if   for  
some   reason   a   student   can't   sit   the   exam   or   worst   case   scenario   the   exams   can’t   take   place.  
This   process   is   as   follows:  

● Teachers  will  use  professional  judgement,  evidence  over  the  last  two  years,  formative             
(engagement  in  learning,  feedback  in  class  etc.)  &  summative  assessments  (tests)  to             
estimate   a   grade   for   you   in   each   subject.  

● Teachers  of  this  subject  will  work  together  to  align  these  grades  across  the  subject  area                
so   that   all   students   are   treated   fairly.   

● Mocks  are  unlikely  to  take  place  as  we  simply  can’t  afford  to  lose  time  from  teaching  &                  
learning  time.  Even  if  they  did  take  place  the  results  are  not  allowed  to  be  used  in                  
estimating   your   grade.  

● The   results   then   come   to   the   Principal   for   overview.  



● Grades  are  submitted  to  the  State  Exams  Commission.  They  are  then  put  through  a               
rigorous  standardisation  process.  It  is  not  a  given  that  you  will  end  up  with  the  grade                 
estimated   by   your   teacher.   (This   is   important   to   know.)  

● If  you  do  not  sit  the  exam  your  Accredited  Grades  will  be  used  as  your  Leaving  Cert                  
results.  

● If  your  Accredited  Grade  is  higher  than  your  exam  result  you  will  get  the  Accredited                
Grade.  

● When  you  receive  your  results  in  August  you  will  not  know  initially  which  grade  your                
result  came  from-Exam  or  Accredited  Grade.  It  is  likely  that  it  will  become  known  to  you                 
in  the  weeks  that  follow  as  there  are  two  very  different  appeals  processes  to  use  should                 
you  wish  to  appeal.  Like  last  year,  it  is  not  possible  to  appeal  an  Accredited  Grade.  You                  
can  however  appeal  the  process  just  to  ensure  that  calculations  etc.  were  carried  out               
correctly.  

 
A   few   points   to   note:  

● It  will  not  be  appropriate  for  you  to  ask  your  teachers  what  estimated  grade  they  are                 
awarding   you.   This   will   not   be   discussed   or   disclosed.  

● Our  school  Guidance  Service  can  assist  you  if  you  need  help  making  a  decision  about                
whether   to   sit   an   exam   or   not.  

● We  are  advising  you  to  sit  all  exams.  This  will  give  you  the  best  opportunities  and  options                  
in   the   end.  

● It  is  important  to  note  that  even  if  you  ‘felt  sure’  that  your  teacher  would  give  you  a                   
particular  mark  it  does  not  guarantee  that  it  will  end  up  at  that  grade  following  the                 
standardisation   process.  

● All  this  is  subject  to  clarifications  and  amendments  but  this  is  the  process  for  you  in  a                  
nutshell!  

 
**Just  remember,  the  most  important  thing  to  do  for  now  is  to  decide  whether  you  are                 
going  to  sit  the  exams  in  June  so  that  you  are  ready  to  register  this  as  soon  as  the  Portal                     
opens.  


